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It will be shown that interim storage of spent nuclear fuel and/or high-level waste is a key
generic spent fuel management activity in all countries that make use of nuclear energy for
electricity generation. In the US, over 1300 dry storage systems have been deployed at some 50
reactor sites and contain ~25% of the discharged fuel inventory, as of October 2010.

Given recent developments with regard to the intended disposal of the spent fuel, it is now
expected that nearly all nuclear power plants will have to implement at-reactor dry storage for
periods of time exceeding current or anticipated maximum 60- to 80-year license durations.

Recommendations to achieve a consistent, sustained political and policy support for spent fuel
management have recently been the subject of an interdisciplinary MIT Study entitled “The
Future of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle,” and national police guidance is expected from a “Blue Ribbon
Commission on America’s Nuclear Future” established under the Authority of the U.S.
Department of Energy.
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